'IRAQ
pursued in the Persian Gulf. For the most part1 she continue
to rely, for the maintenance of her interests, on her tradition;
prestige at the Sublime Porte and on the extension of her specie
position in Turkish Arabia, dating from the establishment c
the first English factory at Basra in 1643, after tlie first ventur
of the East India Company there in i635.3
Much of the British influence in the valleys had been th
result of the political organization deliberately set up in recog
nition of their strategical importance. The Baghdad Residency
supplanting that of Basra, in 1810, as the chief political centr<
of Great Britain in Turkish Arabia, acquired considerabl<
political influence with local Turkish authorities, who had no
been averse to making use of British assistance against Persiar
or Arab disturbers of the peace.3
The development of canal and river navigation between i8sc
and 1840 gave the Mesopotamian valleys a new importance tc
1 Cf. proposals to occupy Basra in 1911, and in January, 1914, O 11, Vol I,
p 73. Turkish authorities were aware of Great Britain's desire to increase her
influence. Cf Speech of a Member of the Committee of Union and Progress,
Baghdad, April i8th, 1911 'Listen, deai compatriots — For a number of years
England has been endeavouring to increase her political influence in the Persian
Gulf. This influence is being felt in Basra . . We must be ready to resist any
political aggression on our territories. We must awaken our Government to
take immediate steps to protect Basra * Also speech of the Wall of Baghdad,
August soth, 1911, cited infrat p. 70, and Al-Misbah (Baghdad), March i4th,
1913? which warned readers that Great Britain intended to do in Turkish 'Iraq
what she had done in India, that the Lynch Company, supported by England,
were 'harbingers of a vast colony here1, and advised readers 'to arm themselves
to fight the pioneers of the colonizing army'.
a For an able re'surne' of the early development of British tiading interests in
'Iraq, see Longngg, S. H., Four Centuries of Modern 'Iraq, 1935, pp. 107, 175,
188, 254-5 passim.
3 In 1763, the Pasha of Baghdad asked for help against the Ka'ab, who were
attacking towns and shipping around Basra. Six ships were eventually sent from
Bombay, in 1766. Later, in 1774, when ships had been furnished to the Pasha,
he requested the British to use them as they thought fit for Turkish interests
In 1778, the British aided the Turks to regain Basra from the Persians, while in
1798, the Resident at Bushire was called in to adjust claims between the Sultan
of Oman and the Pasha of Baghdad. When there was a possibility, between
1835 and 1839, that Muhammad 'All's Egyptian army might advance from the
head of the Gulf and attack Baghdad, it is reported that the Turkish Government
asked for British intervention, Hogarth, D, G., Penetration oj Atabia (1904),
pp. 84-7, 104, passim.
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